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Background

• In recent years, more attention has been paid to vaccination 
during pregnancy

• Vaccination against influenza is currently recommended for 
pregnant women in Canada

• NACI recently released recommendations for Pertussis 
vaccination for women in every pregnancy
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Questions

• Are healthcare providers hesitant to 
recommending vaccines to pregnant 
women?

• What are the barriers?
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What we know about healthcare provider hesitancy: 

• Lack of knowledge 

• Concerns about vaccine safety

• Scope of practice

• Not perceiving vaccination as part of 
routine maternity care

• Remuneration and incentives

• Logistical challenges

• Medical-legal consequences

• Few studies have been conducted among 
Canadian obstetrical healthcare providers, 
especially among non-physicians
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Objectives

• To determine knowledge, beliefs, attitudes and current practices of 
women’s healthcare providers related to vaccination during pregnancy

• Identify specific challenges based on the different healthcare 
professionals (e.g., Obstetricians; Family Physicians; Nurses; Midwives; 
Pharmacists)

• Inform the development of training and education tools that aim to 
improve the rate of immunization among pregnant women

• Obtain baseline data to evaluate interventions and programs that may 
change practice
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What did we find?

• Differences across healthcare providers

- Family physicians/General practitioners and nurses are most 
likely to vaccinate pregnant women

• Targeted education is needed 

- Midwives; Pharmacists

• More information on the Pertussis vaccine

• Scope of practice
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Is the data reflective of all Obstetrical HCP?

• Overall, the data reveal fairly knowledgeable obstetrical 
healthcare providers, who feel confident discussing and 
providing vaccinations

- Yet the rates of immunization in pregnant patients remain low

• HCP with the highest volume of pregnant women each week 
were also the ones who did not provide vaccinations 

• By stratifying the data by practice volume, it appears that the 
healthcare providers who do not vaccinate may have a greater 
contribution to the low immunization rates during pregnancy
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How can we support HCP?

IDEAS

CLINICAL PRACTICE GUIDELINE

WORKSHOPS/WEBINARS

E-COURSE

TOOLKITS



Take Home Messages

1. Prenatal care provider plays a 
pivotal role in a pregnant 
patient’s acceptance of a 
vaccine during pregnancy.

2. Many vaccines are safe for use 
during pregnancy.

3. Influenza vaccine is universally 
recommended for all pregnant 
women.

4. Tdap vaccine is universally 
recommended for all pregnant 
women.



Workshops & Webinars

• Workshops

- SOGC Regional CME Meetings 

- National SOGC Conference

• Webinar

- Tdap Vaccine in Pregnancy

• Q & A
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Posters
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Accredited Vaccination in Pregnancy E-Course

8 modules

• Immunization in Pregnancy
• Making Recommendations & Increasing 

Access to Vaccines
• Vaccine Hesitancy
• Storage, Handling and Administration of 

Vaccines in Pregnancy
• Adverse Reactions to Vaccinations in 

Pregnancy
• Inadvertent Vaccine Exposure during  

Conception and Pregnancy
• Preconception and Postpartum Vaccines
• Travel Vaccines in Pregnancy
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E-Course Promo



Vaccination in Pregnancy Toolkit
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Social Media Campaign



Conclusions and Next Steps

• Interdisciplinary approach was key to project success

• Tools and resources on vaccination in pregnancy were needed for all 
antenatal healthcare providers

• New and ongoing collaborations with healthcare 
associations/societies will provide accredited education opportunities 
to discuss safety and efficacy of vaccination during pregnancy

• Knowledge, beliefs, attitudes and practices of women’s healthcare 
providers related to vaccination in pregnancy should be re-evaluated 
in future to identify change (if any)
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Thank 
you!!

www.popsugar.com/moms/Woman-Wears-Vaccines-Cause-Adults-Shirt-45311647

http://www.popsugar.com/moms/Woman-Wears-Vaccines-Cause-Adults-Shirt-45311647


QUESTIONS???


