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QUICK NOTES

Register with CANVax and subscribe to our newsletter. 

Please take our post -webinar survey.
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This webinar is being recorded. A recording of our 

webinar will be made available on CANVax.ca and on 

CPHAôs YouTube channel. Slides will be also be available . 



MODERATOR/ SPEAKERS
Moderator: Annie Fleurant-Ceelen, RN, MScN.

Public Health Agency of Canada

Speakers:

Dr. Bryna Warshawsky , MDCM, FRCPC. 
Public Health Agency of Canada

Dr. Shelley Deeks MD, MHSc, FRCPC, FFAFPM. 
Chair, National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI)



NACI Recommendations on interchangeability of 

authorized COVID-19 Vaccines

June 21 2021

The contents of this webinar reflect the recommendations published on June 1st, 2021 in 

NACI rapid response: Interchangeability of authorized COVID-19 vaccines and on June 17, 2021 in 

Recommendations on the use of COVID-19 Vaccines
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Objectives

1. Define how the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) provides 

advice in response to questions from PHAC relating to immunization. 

2. Discuss the current scientific body of evidence on COVID-19 vaccine 

interchangeability.

3. Explain the NACI practice recommendations on COVID-19 vaccine 

interchangeability.
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BRIEF OVERVIEW OF NACI

7

Vaccine Interchangeability



National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI)

ÅNACI is an expert advisory body that provides independent advice to the Public 

Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) on the optimal use of vaccines in Canada.

ÅIt is normal for NACI recommendations to be broader or narrower than the 

conditions of use approved by Health Canada. 

ÅNACI recommendations are advisory in nature as provinces and territories are 

responsible for their vaccine policies and immunization programs. 
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Recommendations on authorized COVID-19 vaccines

ÅNACI has provided recommendations on the use of COVID-19 vaccines since 

the authorization of the first COVID-19 vaccine in Canada in December 2020.

ÅRecommendations aims to achieve Canadaôs pandemic response goal which is 

to minimize serious illness and overall deaths, as well as societal disruption. 

ÅRecommendations support ongoing work between federal, provincial and 

territorial governments to rollout COVID-19 vaccines as efficiently, equitable and 

effectively as possible. 
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Recommendations on authorized COVID-19 vaccines

ÅNACI assesses how best to use a COVID-19 vaccine to achieve the greatest 

public health benefits by considering:

ïThe spread of COVID-19 in Canada and the risks for population subgroups;

ïSafety, efficacy and effectiveness data from clinical trials and real world use;

ïExpected vaccine supply in Canada; and 

ïElements of ethical decision-making.

ÅNACI updates their recommendations as new vaccines become authorized for 

use and as evidence on authorized vaccines evolves. 

ÅTo date, NACI has published recommendations on the use of the Pfizer-

BioNTech, Moderna, AstraZeneca and Janssen COVID-19 vaccines, and on 

subjects such as extended dose intervals and the interchangeability of vaccines. 
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Roles of Health Canada, PHAC and NACI
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Health Canada 

Regulatory Review

PHAC

National Vaccine Strategy

NACI

Expert Vaccine Advice

Purpose Authorize specific 

indications of a product 

which is expected to be safe, 

immunogenic, and efficacious, 

for individuals

PHAC facilitates a national vaccination 

strategy. That strategy includes 

reviewing and sharing NACI 

recommendations, sharing 

vaccination guidance, procurement, 

distribution and other supporting 

information to provinces and 

territories on administration of COVID-

19 vaccines

Independently recommend vaccination strategies 

to promote health, prevent and control infectious 

diseases, and prepare for or respond to public 

health emergencies

Focus Individual use of product

Risks and benefits of the 

vaccine for the individual

The number of vaccines administered,

coverage across Canada, adverse 

events following immunization, and 

evidence on safety, efficacy and 

effectiveness

Optimal use of product for public programs, and 

population health, and individuals.

Benefits of the vaccine for public programs and the 

health needs within specific populations and for the 

individual

Data reviewed Pre-clinical and clinical trial 

data and manufacturing 

information submitted by 

manufacturers; post-marketing 

monitoring and published 

scientific evidence that informs 

benefit-risk analysis

PHAC uses the latest evidence,

regulatory and logistical information as 

well as NACI guidance

All relevant/available evidence for specific 

vaccines and similar vaccine formulations in the 

context of public health considerations, including 

existing vaccine programs and schedules, disease 

burden and distribution, and outbreak management

Authority Minister of Health / Federal GovernmentNACI can make off-label vaccine recommendations when there is a clear need supported by vaccine characteristics, 
epidemiology, and a public health ethics analysis



BACKGROUND AND METHODOLOGY

NACI Recommendations for COVID-19 Vaccine Interchangeability
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